
 
 
4 June 2021 
 
To the Trustees of Washington and Lee University: 
         
The Washington and Lee University’s Board of Trustees reaffirmation of the 
name of the university, announced today, was the correct and responsible 
decision.  The Generals Redoubt applauds the strong support of the Trustees 
for this action, and we are hopeful that it will permanently remove this issue 
from future consideration.  
 
Washington and Lee University is nationally recognized as one of the 
preeminent small liberal arts colleges in the United States.  Its well-
established and iconic brand is one of its most highly prized assets.  We are 
pleased the Board of Trustees recognized the potential harm that could result 
from a name change. 
 
We understand our namesakes may be controversial when viewed by today’s 
standards, but we believe it is important to view them both within their 
historical context – acknowledge their flaws but also recognize their 
contributions to the ongoing life and excellence of the university.  
 
Any attempt to erase history in the name of ‘political correctness’ is simply 
wrong. The goal of the university should be to educate students to learn and 
critically challenge issues both past and present through a free exchange of 
ideas without fear or intimidation.  
 
We believe it is time to put the matter of changing the name behind us, once 
and for all, and look ahead to the future and the continued success of 
Washington and Lee University.  The Generals Redoubt is prepared to 
contribute to that effort. 
 
In that regard, there are parts of the Board of Trustee announcement with 
which we disagree, particularly the statement that the university has in the 
past promoted or supported the “veneration of the Confederacy and its role 
in perpetuating ‘The Lost Cause’ myths which sustain racism.” The Board 
offers no evidence for this statement, and we believe it is fundamentally 
untrue.  
 



We also disagree with the proposed changes to campus symbols, buildings, 
and practices: 
 

 We believe that the portraits of our two namesakes should have been 
maintained on the diplomas, particularly in light of the fact that the 
Board itself, in an earlier part of their statement, explained the notable 
contributions of these two men and why we should honor and respect 
them.  

 The Lee Chapel is named after Robert E. Lee because he conceived of 
the idea of a school wide chapel, built it, and he and his family are 
buried there. In honoring Robert E. Lee’s memory through the naming 
of the chapel, we do not believe the university is, in any way, 
promoting the Confederacy, “The Lost Cause”, or racism.  

 Founders’ Day is an effort to honor not only our namesakes, but also 
all of our founders. Within the last three years the university itself has 
suggested that Founders’ Day should be expanded to focus, not just on 
George Washington and Robert E. Lee, but on all of our founders and 
prominent figures. The university has described this as an educational 
opportunity for students and for the entire Washington and Lee 
community. There may be an argument to move the date of Founders’ 
Day, but there is absolutely no need to remove it.   

 
All of the proposed changes to campus symbols, buildings, and practices are, 
in our opinion, further manifestations of the “erase history” and “cancel 
culture” movements which have proliferated at Washington and Lee and in 
the broader culture in the last few years. At W&L, this has consisted of 
removing portraits of George Washington and Robert E. Lee from the Lee 
Chapel which were considered too “martial” in nature, walling off the 
recumbent statue of Lee during university events, and, perhaps most 
egregiously, removing the name of one of the university’s most important 
and positive figures, John Robinson, from a front campus building. 
 
We have opposed all of the above decisions, just as we oppose the current 
ones listed above, and we will continue to do so. At the same time, we 
recognize that the Board has the authority to make such decisions just as 
they have the authority to make the decision to retain the name of the 
university.  Again, we applaud that decision, and support the Board, not only 
in their decision, but also in their effort to chart the best path forward for 
Washington and Lee. 
 



With the name-change issue now settled, The Generals Redoubt will 
continue its focus on preserving and honoring the traditions, history, culture 
and educational excellence of the University. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Thomas P. Rideout ‘63 
Tom Rideout 
President 
The Generals Redoubt 

 
 


