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May 9, 2021 
 
Kamron M. Spivey 
W&L Class of 2024 
 
Dear President Dudley, 
 
I write you in response to recent actions, both on- and off-campus, regarding the potential name 
change. This week’s update by the Board of Trustees suggests that a decision will soon be made. 
My hope is that, through the careful consideration and reflection over the past several months, 
the Board recognizes that George Washington and Robert E. Lee are integral to our institute’s 
history and future; that the University owes it to the American public to teach about the life and 
character—both good and bad—of the many American historical figures affiliated with our 
school and buried in our halls; and that they do not concede to the atrocious presentism which 
seeks in such a volatile manner to diminish the educational contributions of virtuous men on the 
account of the dark history which besmirches an entire life of achievements and personal growth. 
In simpler terms, I hope that the Board retains the name of Washington and Lee University. 
 
I am not alone in these sentiments. Over the past month, I have been welcomed into an 
impressive community of students, locals, and alumni who wish to see W&L grow into a better 
and more-inclusive school—a school, nonetheless, which cherishes the centuries-long tradition 
enabled by the “Founder and Restorer of our beloved College!”1 However, I was shocked to find 
this community of likeminded individuals. Why? Because very few of them have had the 
courage to take a stance and defend this school’s namesake. We live in a time where simply 
acknowledging an opinion contrary to the sensationalist ideologies seeking to renounce  
all-things Lee foments popularized assaults on your character and livelihood. Such onslaught is 
far too much for most students, faculty, alumni, and townsfolk to handle. That is why nearly 
every interaction I have with someone who supports W&L’s name results in them applauding my 
courage and trying to fathom how I manage to publicly announce that I support Lee and his 
presidency. It has not been easy, but someone must stand up to the radicals who seek to destroy 
the historical significance of our community. 
 
In a little over a month, I have become the beacon of hope among our fearful community of In a 
little over a month, I have become the beacon of hope among our fearful community of students, 
faculty, townsfolk, and alumni. In a sense, I speak for them. My public appearance debuted 
during the “Not Unmindful” protest on March 23rd. I was seen in the crowd, wearing a mask to 
“Keep the Name” as I attempted to discuss with students their justification for the name change. 
Meanwhile, I applied my growing knowledge of W&L history and of Lee to inform and perhaps 
persuade students to change their mind. I was, as always, very cordial and respectful of 
everyone’s opinions. That did not prevent certain students (albeit a minority of those I spoke to) 
from ridiculing me with names as childish as “clown,” and as severe as “racist.” One group of 
women even acted as if I was harassing them as they fled from me in disgust. No matter, I was 
not discouraged by this slandering. After quietly and attentively listening to student speeches, I 
stayed around to catch the various news crews nearby. Naturally, I also caught the silent glares of 

 
1 Washington College Board of Trustees’ Minutes, W&L Special Collections and Archives, October 15, 1870. 
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students—so much for the Speaking Tradition. I expressed my purpose for attending the protest 
in such an evocative mask to both Channel 7 News, and to a student reporter for the Ring-tum 
Phi. Only a snippet of my interview landed on the Channel 7 News that night,2 and my voice was 
excluded from the Ring-tum Phi’s article a week later.3 But that Channel 7 article trickled 
throughout the community, showing other students that it is okay to say that you support the 
university’s name. 
 
Since the protest, I have been in close contact with a number of concerned alumni wanting to 
sponsor campus and community efforts to keep the name of the school. I have used this funding 
to draw out more support from students, who are still overwhelmingly afraid to voice their 
opinion. Students were even more intimidated to speak up after the second protest, on April 2nd. I 
attended that protest, this time simply as an observer. I was surprised to see a turnout of less than 
half from the week before. But the numerous professors who spoke at the event, and the 
professors who encouraged students to attend both protests—while shaming those who did not 
attend—had a great impact on censoring any conservative voice. Meanwhile, some of those very 
professors spewed nonsensical misinformation about what they consider institutional history. 
But how much influence can professors have on the student body, anyway? It is not like they 
hold power that could tarnish a student’s college success simply for disagreeing with what a 
professor wants to hear… 
 
Now any student wanting to express their opinion must reckon with the backlash emboldened by 
two emotionally driven protests, a set of radical demands that include the removal (and thus the 
desecration) of a Federally protected crypt, and biased professors. While so many people within 
the community felt as if only one side was being heard, I longed that student opinion would be 
heard, and that the administration would allow it. So, I began to promote a public interest in 
keeping the name. More importantly, I began pushing for increased community interest into the 
history of Washington and Lee University. 
 
Since Winter Term, I have spent nearly every day in Special Collections, reading and 
transcribing documents of institutional history. I bought over 100 books from the liquidation of 
Lee Chapel’s antiquarian book sales, spending my scholarship funds on building a library that 
seeks to preserve the history that this institution no longer wants. I, and those I tell this to, lament 
this school’s aversion to knowledge about our past. Most students and faculty, whether in favor 
or against the name change, take little to no interest in the history of our school. That is a 
problem that stretches well beyond the physical name of this place. We sit in the heart of one of 
the most important regions of the 19th Century. We hold the physical remains of a man whose 
life was extremely critical to the American story while alive, and our enshrining and idolization 
of him since 1870 (whether good or bad) has influenced this community and country for over 
150 years. We would be remiss to abandon this history simply because Lee does not satisfy 
contemporary standards of righteousness, or because we disregard his great accomplishments 
and virtues in an effort to purge all memory of past inequity. 

 
2 Bruce Young, “Washington and Lee students demand name change,” WBDJ7, March 23, 2021, 
https://www.wdbj7.com/2021/03/23/washington-and-lee-students-demand-name-change/. 
3 Vivek Kumar and Grace Mamon, “Students organize walkout in response to board’s delay of name change 
decision,” The Ring-tum Phi, March 30, 2021, https://ringtumphi.net/6079/news/students-organize-walkout-in-
response-to-boards-delay-of-name-change-decision/. 
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I thought that the best way to bring attention to our neglected history would be through positive 
discourse. After all, respectably hearing out different perspectives should be a fundamental 
mission of higher education. I designed the blue “Retain the Name” image that you have likely 
seen around town. I agreed to The Generals Redoubt’s request for permission to use the design 
on signs and merchandise. My intention with that simple—yet bold—artwork was to force the 
community to acknowledge a widely held opinion, even if they do not agree. In doing so, people 
will reflect on their belief and may be inclined to ask someone why they support the name. I 
often wear a t-shirt with that design, and I have been approached by several students wanting to 
understand why I support Washington and Lee. That is what this school needs, because we will 
never be able to resolve the conflict if students on both sides refuse to recognize and respect each 
other’s views moving forward. 
 
I have also encouraged positive discourse through last week’s distribution of brochures on Lee’s 
presidency. After months in special collections, I pulled together a variety of primary and 
secondary sources emphasizing Lee’s accomplishments at Washington College. I hope you have 
read the brochure and understand that purpose. Unfortunately, many students refused to read it, 
dismissing it as “Lost-Cause propaganda” or some targeted attack on certain demographics 
within our community. I spoke with Public Safety to clear up any uncertainties within their 
investigation of the Lee brochures. I appreciate Public Safety’s involvement, but it is 
disappointing that the distribution of a perfectly reasonable handout was perceived as some 
criminal action by many community members. 
 
But now I direct this letter back to the “Retain the Name” imagery around campus. I received 
approval from Kelsey Goodwin to hang up a 6ft by 2ft banner in commons with that design. In 
less than a week, the banner was stolen twice by students. I also got permission to hang up flyers 
on bulletin boards within commons that say the same thing. Nearly all of these are ripped down 
daily; I even caught a faculty member ripping one down right after I put it up [This letter has 
been modified to protect the identity of the faculty member involved in this incident. I will use the 
italicized pseudonym “John Doe” and masculine pronouns in describing the individual.]. I will 
describe these three separate incidents in more detail below: 
 
On Monday, May 3rd, I hung up a banner on the second-floor railing in the Atrium of commons. 
Less than 24 hours later, the zip ties holding the banner had been cut, and the banner stolen. I 
contacted Kelsey Goodwin to inform her of the banner theft before speaking to Dean Evans and 
multiple Public Safety officers. On Thursday, May 6th, I was informed that the banner had been 
recovered by an officer, and Kelsey Goodwin put it back up for me. I was never told the identity 
of the thief, and it appeared as though nothing would be done to reprimand them. I requested that 
Dean Evans release a statement about the banner being stolen, and how that behavior is 
unacceptable. I also contemplated whether this example of petty larceny constitutes an Honor 
Violation, and if I owe it to Washington and Lee University’s tradition and high standards to 
report such an individual to the Executive Committee. Dean Evans told me that “a reminder in 
Campus Notices and on the website about our policy related to flyers and banners in the 
Commons” would be made. I advised her that Campus Notices is not enough, because few 
students read them. And while I recognize Student Affairs’ cooperation with me, they have not 
done enough to ensure that student opinion be fairly heard, and that thievery stops.  
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Perhaps a publication to Campus Notices or more would have prevented the second theft of the 
banner during the early morning of Saturday, May 8th. Once again, I walked into the Atrium to 
see where my approved banner used to be, along with the empty space on the bulletin boards 
where my flyers used to be. I immediately contacted Public Safety and filled out an incident 
report. As I suspected, this was a different thief, though they committed the same Honor 
Violation. The officer watched the tapes and found the culprit. Thankfully, Public Safety 
returned the banner to me, and I hung it back up. But I ask myself, how many hours or days until 
another thief comes along and steals it again? 
 
That is the same petty game I have been forced to play with my “Retain the Name” flyers. I 
initially hung-up around 10 approved flyers on May 5th. Within a day, only 3 remained. So, I put 
more up in the same spots between 7:30-8 AM on May 6th. I put one up on a bulletin board on 
the first floor near Café 77. As I put it up, an individual walked in. He stood there as I put the 4 
thumb-tacks in. I then walked away to the door exiting the Commons area until I turned around. I 
saw him removing the flyer from the wall. I immediately said, “Hello, can I help you?” I went up 
to him and asked what he was doing with my flyer. He continued to ask me if I had approval by 
Student Affairs/Kelsey Goodwin. I kept saying yes and asked him for his name. He told me that 
his name was John Doe, faculty member. With behavior as unprofessional as that, I assumed he 
was a student. He kept demanding to see that I had approval. I knew I was in the right, but I felt 
harassed by John Doe’s persistence in questioning me, which caused me to become very 
nervous. I told him that I did not need to show approval. If he did not believe me, he could ask 
Kelsey Goodwin himself. But he continued to insist. I began recording a video on my phone. He 
told me to relax since my hands were shaking, but I was anxious because I should not have to 
continue to promise him that I had approval. The entire point for an honor system is so that the 
W&L community can trust each other, but he did not trust me.  
 
He went one step further: instead of trusting me, he lied to me. I asked him why he would take 
down the flyer before first asking if I had approval, since he was there when I put it up. He said 
that he planned to ask me if I had approval, and that he was just going to get his order (of 
breakfast) first. This is obviously a lie; he intended to take it down without me seeing. He had 
not even ordered his food yet. I asked him if he would apologize and put the flyer back up if I 
showed the email approval. He said he would not put it back up, but he would hand back the 
(heavily creased) flyer to me. After hesitation, he admitted that he would apologize if I had 
proof. I agreed and went to show him the email. This is where the video cuts off.  
 
I showed him the email. He read the email thread in which Kelsey Goodwin approved my flyers. 
He then gave me the phone back and insincerely apologized. He then furthered his disrespect by 
patronizingly suggesting that he pay the price of the individual flyer. I respectably declined and 
said, “I wish you wouldn’t take down anymore of my flyers,” as he walked away mumbling, “I 
wish you wouldn’t hang these up.” I ended the conversation by highlighting the right of free 
speech in America. It is hard to believe that someone working within an academic institution 
would be so unmindful of a core value of this country and this university. I rehung the flyer, but 
it disappeared sometime that day. I have no way of knowing if he removed it later or if another 
student/faculty member did. At any rate, I am confident that other faculty members have shared 
his same negligence and disrespect. 
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This behavior from our faculty and students is entirely unacceptable and criminal. Without the 
assiduous cooperation of Public Safety to confront the banner thieves both times, I would have 
permanently lost a possession worth over $100. And while I am grateful for Public Safety, I am 
not grateful for the administration’s lack of enforcement of the Honor Code or the University 
Mission Statement. The school cannot “[develop] students' capacity to think freely, critically, 
and humanely and to conduct themselves with honor, integrity, and civility” if they allow the 
continuous destruction and theft of property. Furthermore, how can the students be expected to 
act with integrity when their faculty role models (like John Doe) are caught acting just as 
immaturely? The Faculty Handbook declares that “academic life is essentially shaped by the 
commitment to honor.” The Handbook further asserts, “The dedication to behave honorably is 
not confined to academic life. It is expected that students will respect each other’s word and 
intellectual and personal property…wherever Washington and Lee students take themselves. 
This principled expectation provides the foundation for the community of trust which students 
seek to create not only in the academic sphere but also in life outside it as well” (emphasis 
added).4 I imagine that this same standard of trust applies to the faculty as well. Alumni tell me 
that W&L used to share a level of trust between students and faculty, but recent events make me 
question whether that bond exists today. I yearn that you would work to restore this community 
of trust, by allowing Freedom of Speech and by leading your faculty in example. 
 
I have worked through the proper outlets within the administration. I have given Public Safety as 
many details as I can in their investigations. I have gone through Student Affairs to keep things 
under their control. I have even hesitated to expose the students and faculty who are acting with 
dishonorable and even illegal intentions. But I am becoming less willing to work with the 
administration when these crimes continue to happen. That is why I write you. I am imploring 
you to recognize the censorship of conservative voices, and how that censorship obstructs the 
W&L community from feeling welcomed. The faculty that pressure students to attend 
administration-approved protests are the same ones that get away with ripping administration-
approved student opinions off the walls...simply because they do not approve. The current 
environment has become very hostile, and I receive an absurd amount of disrespect from 
students (and even some faculty) who refuse to convey the same courtesy I show them. I have 
listed several administrational responses below that I urge you, President Dudley, to adopt: 

1. Given the continuous disreputable behavior exhibited by both students and faculty, I 
request that the President makes a public statement denouncing such affairs. It should not 
be unreasonable to request that my approved banners and flyers are no longer stolen. 
Furthermore, it should not be unreasonable to expect students and faculty to behave 
according to the Honor Code and the University Mission Statement. I do not expect 
everyone to agree with the message conveyed by the artwork “Retain the Name.” I do, 
however, expect that community members feel comfortable enough to share their support 
for the banner. This will never happen if certain individuals feel enabled or even 
encouraged to steal the banners and flyers throughout Commons. Nobody stole the 
“Change the Name” banner or flyers that hung up in the exact same spots a month ago. 
And if they had been stolen, we would owe it to our community to denounce such 
criminality. I only ask that the same standard be applied in the present case.  

 
4 Faculty Handbook, Washington and Lee University (Lexington: 2020), 58. 
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Although Dean Evans suggested that a reminder of policy in Campus Notices would be 
enough, I disagree. And Saturday’s second theft of the banner shows that more is needed. 
I expect that an email be distributed to the entire school describing the recent thefts and 
vandalisms of my “Retain the Name” signs. The student identities should not be exposed, 
but the administration should recognize that two separate students stole the same “Retain 
the Name” banner on May 4th and May 8th. Likewise, there needs to be acknowledgement 
of the flyers that are continuously ripped down daily. A bulletin is a place for free speech, 
and it may not be censored simply because someone disagrees. 
 

2. I expect a public statement regarding the May 6th encounter between John Doe and me. 
Faculty abuse of power is not something W&L should approve of. I also expect that John 
Doe be punished accordingly following standard protocol for harassment of students and 
vandalism of property. And lastly, I expect a formal apology by John Doe in which he 
recognizes the importance of community trust at a school as nationally respected as ours. 
 

3. I expect that the two students who stole my banner be held accountable for their 
dishonorable and criminal behavior. While I would personally be satisfied to hear a 
private apology from those two individuals, I owe it to the Honor System to report their 
actions to the Executive Committee. It is there that our elected representatives can fairly 
determine the further action necessary in upholding our campus values. I will add, 
however, that whoever the students are, they acted with malicious intent and could be 
subjected to the severity of Virginia Law. I would prefer to keep this incident within 
campus affiliation, and do not hope to involve other legal options. 

 
I request these things of you, President Dudley, so that I may continue to work through and 
with the administration. I do not desire to cause a commotion. I simply want the opinion of 
so many students and members of the community to be recognized and fairly permitted. I 
hope that you can denounce publicly such thievery and censorship by Wednesday, May 12th. 
As President of this great university, I pray you follow in the footsteps of your predecessors 
by acting in a prompt and expeditious manner to preserve our community of trust. 

 

With the greatest respect, 

 

 

 

 
Kamron M. Spivey 
W&L Class of 2024 
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May 14, 2021 
 
Kamron M. Spivey 
Washington and Lee University ‘24 
 
Dear Board of Trustees, 
 
I write you in response to recent events surrounding Washington and Lee University’s name. 
More specifically, I need to inform you of the action (or rather, the inaction) of the university 
administration to address my concerns as a conservative student on campus.  
 
I have attached my letter to President Dudley from May 9, 2021. I had hoped that President 
Dudley might speak to my plea, but after a meeting with him earlier this week, I have found very 
little assurance that my requests will be met by the administration. So now, I write the Board of 
Trustees in hope that they may see the absurd treatment of conservative opinion on campus, and 
the refusal of the administration to publicly admonish such behavior. 
 
Please read my letter to President Dudley (page 5) before proceeding any further with this one.  
 
I must credit the administration for their willingness to work with me: Public Safety, Student 
Affairs, and President Dudley have recognized my right to express support for the university’s 
name. The two students who stole my approved banner and the faculty member who tore off my 
approved flyer in front of me have been referred to the correct authorities for penalty. However, 
students and faculty continue to dishonorably vandalize my property and will not stop until the 
administration publicly condemns it. That is the message I conveyed to President Dudley, but he 
respectfully disagreed, leaving me with the empty promise that he would “think about it.” 
 
But there is no time to “think about” condemnation of thievery. I find it inane to have to clarify 
that. If a series of laptops, for example, were stolen day after day, wouldn’t the administration 
demand this criminality stop? The only distinction in my case is that my personal property (the 
“Retain the Name” banner and flyers) is politically disfavored by many within the 
administration, who thus refuse to prevent the vandalism and theft of property. And so, I am left 
victimized in a community I used to believe was built around trust and honor. 
 
I had hoped that President Dudley would restore my faith in the honor of this institution. But my 
conversation with him has only discouraged me. I will touch on some parts of this conversation, 
again expressing that while President Dudley did not satisfy my expectations, I nonetheless 
appreciate the time he allotted to speak with me, and the personal respect he showed me. 
 
During our conversation, President Dudley applauded me for my civility and willingness to stand 
for what I believe in. And while student activism is critical for shaping W&L into a better place, 
that activism means nothing if the administration refuses to protect it. Dudley asked me about the 
conservative presence among students, even suggesting at one point that we organize a protest if 

gmnam
Cross-Out
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I so desire. But how will conservatives ever feel strong enough to stand in front of the entire 
school and declare their support of the name when a simple paper with the same message gets 
ripped into shreds by students and faculty?  
 
But the issue goes far beyond a flyer. It is the entire atmosphere of the W&L campus which 
always seeks to smother free thought and opinion: professors who scold students for not 
attending a protest of the name, professors who extrapolate every lesson into a denouncement of 
conservative ideology, professors who grade not on quality but on opinion (that matches their 
own), and students who think they—in the sake of justice—can steal, vandalize, and insult their 
peers without consequence.  
 
But consequences are necessary. I love so many aspects of Washington and Lee. However, I do 
not intend to devote my remaining college career at a place where criminals can walk around, 
free from the penalties their misdeeds deserve. And yes, I hope that the criminals who stole my 
banner and were caught will be punished accordingly. I must trust the Executive Committee, 
because they are one of the few groups here that I think uphold our Honor System. But what of 
all the students and faculty who continue to censor the opinion of so many of us? Only three 
people (2 students, and a faculty member) have been caught by Public Safety or me. With limited 
surveillance—because we should be able to trust each other—the identities of those who stole or 
destroyed nearly 100 flyers in a week will never be discovered. That is why I asked President 
Dudley to make a public statement denouncing the continued theft. But his response to me tried 
to claim that the administration has done enough—that the matter is taken care of. If the matter 
was taken care of, why do I continue to see crumbled up flyers? Why do I and other 
conservatives still fear to voice our opinion? The divisive ideology that wants to eradicate 
Freedom of Speech persists, and it will continue to deteriorate the quality of our institution if 
nobody confronts it. 
 
President Dudley recommended I ask the Executive Committee to make a statement about the 
thefts, since he believes student voice means far more than his and because he did not think this 
matter was something the administration should further pursue. I disagreed with both of those 
points. Firstly, President Dudley’s authority reaches throughout the community: both faculty and 
students alike must adhere to his expectations. The Executive Committee of the Student Body, as 
the name suggests, does not regulate the actions of faculty members (even if they behave just as 
immaturely). Secondly, the administration owes it to the community to speak out on behavior 
unbecoming members of the Washington and Lee University. That has been the historic practice 
of W&L presidents, one that should continue to be exercised today. 
 
President Dudley’s refusal to simply send out an email condemning the unbecoming behavior of 
students and faculty led me to accuse the administration of “sweeping things under the rug.” 
President Dudley visibly disagreed with that phrase, but I stand by it. I have been assured that 
action has been taken to reprimand the 3 individuals caught acting dishonorably. But the 
administration’s response has remained quiet and secretive; in doing so, there has not been any 
public discouragement of future dishonorable actions by others in the community. I genuinely 
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feel that President Dudley wants to cover up the full story of conservative censorship, but I 
continue to plead that our story be heard, and that our opinion be welcomed. 
 

Student Judicial Council Charges 
 
How can our opinion on the name be legitimized when we cannot even express it without being 
charged by the Student Judicial Council for “Conduct Unbecoming of a Washington and Lee 
student”?  
 
I discovered yesterday that I had been charged by the SJC for my distribution of pamphlets on 
Robert E. Lee’s Presidency (attached on the email and referred to in my letter to the president). I 
do not know what I did that is “unbecoming”. Was it the months of research I spent learning 
about our school’s history that was unbecoming? Or was it that I simply made a factual brochure 
that many within our community baselessly perceived as hateful propaganda? Whatever absurd 
claim students and/or faculty have levied against me, it proves that this school does not allow 
free expression of opinion—or of facts, for that matter.  
 
What is worse, is that the school refused to tell me what I did wrong. I have been told I “Violated 
Student Affairs Policy”, but they refused to cite which specific policy I violated. And when I 
asked Student Affairs or Public Safety, I was redirected and withheld information. It all seemed 
very unusual, especially considering my prior conversations with a Public Safety Investigator, 
who told me that I was “not in trouble” for distributing pamphlets a week earlier.  
 
The story became even more ludicrous today, as I received an official email from the Student 
Judicial Committee stating that “After further consideration…the SJC has made the decision to 
withdraw [my] charges.” So, to sum up the events, I was officially charged by the SJC for my 
campus distribution of 400 educational pamphlets on our past President. Then, nearly a day after 
I asked the SJC, Public Safety, and many administrational figures what I did wrong, the SJC 
responds by cancelling the charges. The administration unjustly charged me and then rescinded 
the charge when they actually investigated, offering no apology for the distress they caused me.  
 
But am I supposed to simply accept the allegation that Washington and Lee University waged 
against me: that I am an “unbecoming” student facing expulsion? Should I just move on with my 
life after being prosecuted with a charge that does not exist anywhere in W&L Policy? That is 
the opposite of inclusivity, and I have learned from this injustice that academic discourse does 
not matter to many individuals within our administration. So here I stand, one student brave 
enough to share my conservative views, persecuted and abused for exercising what once was 
accepted freedom of expression on campus.  
 
The faculty member who got into an altercation with me as he tore down my “Retain The Name” 
flyer has since apologized. I appreciate the faculty member’s reflection, but the aggression 
fueling that encounter underlines prominent themes within the W&L community: complete 
denial of the right of free and open exchange of ideas; complete denial of respect; and complete 
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denial of equitable treatment of all members of our campus community. Such mistreatment will 
not cease until the administration takes responsibility for their faculty and students by publicly 
denouncing the perpetual injustices levied against me and the rest of my conservative allies. If 
President Dudley cannot ensure such action, I hope that members of the Board will. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kamron M. Spivey 
W&L Class of 2024 
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         May 18, 2021  

President William Dudley  

Washington and Lee University  

President Dudley,  

As you know, in your recent meeting with first year student, Kamron Spivey, of about a week ago, he 
informed you of several incidents of inappropriate behavior on the part of faculty and students. The 
Generals Redoubt is aware of this as Kamron copied his letter and notes on his meeting to some of our 
members, but we have not made this information broadly known to others. The incidents he referred to 
included vandalizing of an administrative approved flyer by a faculty member and the theft of an 
approved banner by two different students on two different occasions. In all of these cases, the 
perpetrators were identified by Public Safety. In addition, Kamron informed you that a number of 
approved flyers, which had been placed on bulletin boards in Elrod Commons near faculty offices, had 
been removed. Indeed, according to Kamron, he had placed the flyers on bulletin boards on several 
occasions only to see them disappear again and again.  

In his meeting with you, Kamron requested that you issue a school wide statement saying that you 
condemned such actions, that if perpetrated by students these actions would constitute honor 
violations, and that there would be severe consequences for future actions of this sort, whether 
performed by faculty or students. According to Kamron's report on your meeting, you basically 
responded that this was not your responsibility. Aside from taking issue with your response, we feel it is 
important to bring to your attention other recent actions which have occurred.  

On May 7th, The Generals Redoubt placed a "Retain the Name" sign on private property on W. Nelson 
St. near the sorority parking lot. This sign was placed with the permission of the owner. On the night of 
May 7th or the early morning of May 8th, the sign was stolen. On May 8th, a second sign was placed on 
this site, but it was damaged and torn down during the night of May 8th-9th. Following this incident, 
The Generals Redoubt filed a complaint with the Lexington Police Department. At this time, the case is 
under investigation. 

Sometime prior to May 12th, a "Retain the Name" yard sign was stolen from private property on 
McLaughlin St. in the City of Lexington. This sign was also placed by The Generals Redoubt at the request 
of the owner. Shortly thereafter, a senior female student posted a picture of a "Retain the Name" yard 
sign on her Instagram account. The Generals Redoubt then lodged a complaint with the Lexington City 
Police and suggested they contact the young lady who had identified herself on her Instagram account. 
When contacted by the police about the incident on May 17th, the student admitted that she took the 
sign from McLaughlin St. and then posted a picture of it on her Instagram account. As this action 
constitutes a possible honor offense, it is being reported to the student Executive Committee.  

On May 14-15, a "Retain the Name" sign placed on private property on Southbound Rt. 11 Bypass by The 
Generals Redoubt was stolen. Two first year students subsequently placed a photo of themselves with a 



"Retain the Name" sign on social media. A police report regarding the theft and identifying the two 
students as persons of interest was filed on Monday, May 17th. The young men are speaking with the 
police. As theft would constitute an honor offense, a report is also being submitted to the student 
Executive Committee.  

The Generals Redoubt has no desire to report and police student and faculty behavior. However, if 
necessary, we will continue to do so as we feel we have a legal and moral obligation as members of the 
Lexington and Washington and Lee community. The students and faculty are responsible for their own 
behavior, and some of them continue to behave in a manner which undermines the values and 
education of Washington and Lee.  

Among these values is the University of Chicago Faculty Committee Statement or similar rendition of 
“The Chicago Principles” on Free Speech.  Washington and Lee University was the 10th institution of 
higher education to endorse this statement, officially doing so in December 2015.  Certainly the 
recently reported behavior of faculty and staff is not in keeping with this policy.  Indeed, we are 
concerned that some of these individuals do not seem to comprehend or practice free speech, civility, or 
honor, values which have always epitomized the university.  

The Generals Redoubt implores you to issue a school wide statement immediately condemning the 
behaviors listed above and calling on faculty and students to behave in a civil and honorable manner.  

The Executive Committee of The Generals Redoubt  

Tom Rideout, President  

Neely Young, Vice President  

John Klinedinst, Vice President  

Rex Wooldridge, Secretary  

Barry Brown, Treasurer  

cc. Board of Trustees  
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