
The Drip, Drip, Drip of Political Correctness 

Updated January 4, 2020 

 

Around 2006 - Shortly after his inauguration, President Ruscio states publicly that Washington 

and Lee is a “secular” institution rather than a “non-sectarian” one. 

 

Around 2008 - The administration/faculty determines that incoming undergraduate students will 

be called “first year” rather than “freshmen”. This stricture is largely ignored by the students 

themselves and continues to be to date.  

 

2009 - Burr Datz, Co-ordinator of Religious Life resigns his position, sensing a lack of support 

from the administration. The position has remained unfilled to date.  

 

2012 - The decision is made by the President with input from a few people to no longer open or 

close Opening Convocation with prayer.  

 

Over the last ten years or so - The Baccalaureate Service (defined in the dictionary as a 

“religious service held in an educational institution and usually featuring prayer, scripture, and 

an address or sermon”) is revised to a program celebrating character and service with no 

religious content.  

 

Over the last 5 years or so - The proliferation of course which appear to be related to a particular 

political agenda, specifically with regard to issues of race, gender, class, etc. Some of the courses 

offered also seem to be trivial and/or inane in content.  

 

2014-2016 - A case of alleged sexual assault takes place at W&L in February, 2014 but is not 

reported until October. A male student, John Doe, is expelled at the end of 2014 and immediately 

files a lawsuit against the university. The case is settled out of court in 2016, but roils the W&L 

community for almost two years.  

 

Spring, 2014 - Black law students protest the presence of Confederate flags in Lee Chapel. The 

flags are removed shortly thereafter.  

  

Spring, 2017 - Admissions tours of the interior of Lee Chapel are halted and later restored.  

 

August, 2017 - R.E. Lee Episcopal Church is renamed Grace Episcopal in a movement led 

largely by W&L faculty who are also members of the church.  

 

Fall, 2017 - History Commission is formed. At same time, members of the English Department 

issue a statement in which they talk about “safe spaces”, “white supremacy”, and Robert E. Lee's 



connection to the latter. Other on-line, faculty posts in 2017 and 2018 present a grim picture of 

Lee.  

 

June, 2018 - History Commission Report contains a number of recommendations which are 

opposed by a significant number of alums. There are also several, questionable, historical 

assertions in the report.  

 

Fall, 2018 - Announcement of Board report which still contains several controversial, and, for 

many, objectionable elements.  

 

December, 2018 - Office of Diversity announces a "Communi-tea" on micro-aggressions. At the 

same time, they issue a "warning" to students about the upcoming parade of Sons of Confederate 

Veterans on Lee-Jackson day, and state they will provide alternative activities, apprently so that 

no student will feel "uncomfortable" or "offended" by having to see old men in Confederate 

uniforms.  

 

November, 2019 - Students in the law school draw up, circulate, and submit a petition asking 

that law school graduates be given the option of removing portraits of George Washington and 

Robert E. Lee from their diplomas. They cite the fact that some individuals, including graduates 

themselves, may feel "offended" or "uncomfortable" with these portraits on their diplomas. 

President Dudley states that this is a matter for the Board of Trustees. As of January 15, 2020, no 

decision on this matter has been announced by the Board.  

 

It will be noted that much of this movement/drift toward political correctness has taken place 

over the last 10-15 years. This corresponds to shifts in the general culture, particularly within 

higher education. What has developed is a "blame and offense" mentality, wherby one group of 

people- whites, men, heterosexuals- are to blame for all of the problems in our society and 

should accept responsibility for these problems and admit their guilt. Other  people- ethnic 

groups, particularly African-Americans, women, homosexuals, etc.- have been the victims of this 

behavior and demand retribution. The latter people are "uncomfortable" in a society or culture 

dominated by the first group and are "offended" by the marks of that culture. As a result of forces 

on the right and on the left, the entire society is divided; reasonable compromise has become a 

dirty term; and people are segregated into silos based on ethnicity, gender, sexual preference, etc. 

None of this is productive. What we should seek at Washington and Lee is an intellectual, moral, 

and spiritual environment based on commonality and shared values which will overcome the 

divisiveness and pettiness of much modern ideology. As Martin Luther King said, "I have a 

dream that my . . . children will . . . live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of 

their skin, but by the content of their character." Surely, Dr. King intended this phrase to apply to 

people of all races and genders.  

 


