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The Evolution of The Generals Redoubt
In September 2017, the Rector of the Washington and Lee Board of Trustees, Don Childress,
announced the formation of a Commission on Institutional History and Community to study the
history and culture of the university and make recommendations to the Board about the best path
forward.  President Will Dudley appointed the members of the Commission who undertook a nine-
month study and presented their report and recommendations in June, 2018.  President Dudley was
not so much responding to events at Washington and Lee but "to the [recent] events in
Charlottesville and questions which were posted in the aftermath about our university's relationship
with Robert E. Lee."  (Letter of President Dudley, August 28, 2018).  President Dudley did not state
who posed these questions, but it subsequently became clear that members of the W&L faculty
raised many, if not most, of these questions.

Prior to the announcement of the Commission, other events had taken place at Washington and Lee
and in Lexington which gave some alumni pause.  One of these events was the cancelling of tours
of the interior of Lee Chapel for prospective students.  This had occurred in the spring of 2017.
The action was undertaken by the admissions office but was later reversed by the administration.
No clear reason was ever offered by the university for the cancelling of these tours.  In August 2017
just prior to the announcement of the Commission, the vestry of Robert E. Lee Episcopal Church
announced that they were changing the name of the church to Grace Episcopal.  This was certainly
not an official act of the university, but many of those who pushed for this change and voted for it
were Washington and Lee employees. Around the same time, several members of the W&L English
Department published a statement essentially demanding that the university re-examine its
relationship with Robert E. Lee.  All of these actions, taken together, indicated a desire on the part
of several members of the W&L community to diminish the significance of Robert E. Lee at the
university and in the broader, local community.

Around this time, Rex Wooldridge and I had begun to communicate with each other regarding our
concerns that the history, values, and traditions of W&L were being threatened.  We also
communicated with a few close friends and fellow alums. Following the announcement of the
formation of the Commission, Rex and I wrote a letter to Rector Childress in September 2017 and
requested that it be forwarded to all Board members and President Dudley.  In our letter, we asked
the Board to issue a brief statement encompassing the following points:

1) That the life and legacy of Robert E. Lee would continue to be honored at Washington and Lee.

2) That the name of the University would not be changed,

3) That the recumbent statue of Lee would not be moved from its current location and would not be
obscured from view except on specific occasions as determined by the Board and/or administration.



Before submitting our letter, Rex and I had polled a number of alums and friends of the university
and had received 150 endorsements for our letter.  We included the names of the endorsers with our
letter.  After sending the letter, we ceased polling individuals or seeking endorsers while we awaited
a reply from Rector Childress and the Board.  After not having heard from Rector Childress and the
Board for about a month, we sent another note requesting the courtesy of a reply.  By that point
(late October 2017), we had received another 160 endorsers for our letter even though we had not
solicited them.  We now had over 300 endorsers, representing classes from 1958-2019, and we
shared the complete list with Rector Childress and the Board.

On November 1, 2017, Rector Childress responded to Rex Wooldridge that the Board had no plans
to publish a statement like the one we had requested.  In his words, "we see no reason to publish a
statement along the lines that you suggest, because at this time the Board has no intention to make
any of the changes that your letter fears." Within a year the Board would reverse its decision on one
of these "changes" and close the doors to the recumbent statue during university events.

From the fall of 2017 to the spring of 2018, while the Commission deliberated, I expressed some of
my concerns about developments at the university in a variety of ways.

1) I wrote a letter to the Alumni Magazine defending Lee's honor against recent attacks.  This was
published in the Winter/Spring issue, 2018.

2) I wrote two letters to President Dudley in the winter and spring of 2018.  The first called for
greater ideological diversity within the faculty.  The second examined elements of the strategic
plan, praising those elements, which were consistent with our history, values, and traditions, and
questioning those elements that were not.

3) I spoke to members of the Commission about some of my concerns and those of other alums and
friends of the university.  The opportunity to speak on such topics was provided by the Commission
to all alums and friends of the university via a series of conference calls.

In the meantime, in March 2018, another controversy arose regarding the publication and sale of a
children's book about Lee's horse, Traveller, which was written by a former employee of the Lee
Chapel.  Essentially, based upon the complaint of a single faculty member, the book was banned
from the Lee Chapel and the University

bookstore for a period of about three weeks before it was restored to the shelves.  This incident was
similar to the banning of tours of the Lee Chapel the previous spring and gave further pause to
those who were beginning to suspect a concerted effort to diminish, undermine, or even eliminate
altogether, Robert E. Lee.

Our concerns were not allayed by the publication of the Commission report with its numerous
recommendations.  Rex and I responded quickly to the report both in general and specific terms on
June 21, 2018.  Although we found several things in the report which we could support, such as
greater diversity and need blind admissions, others we found seemed problematic, such as a



consideration of reparations.  Still others we thought, and still think, would collectively do
irreparable damage to the university, its history, values, and traditions.

As we had not sought additional support for our position in the period from fall, 2017 to June
2018, our number of supporters and endorsers still stood at about 400 in June. However, because
of a significant negative reaction to the Commission report from alums and friends of the
university, our number of supporters grew to about 800 by early fall despite the fact that we did
very little solicitation of support.

When the Board announced its decisions in fall, 2018, Rex and I again found some things with
which we could agree or tolerate but other things with which we disagreed, in some cases
strongly.  We wrote a letter to our supporters/endorsers stating our position and copied President
Dudley and the Board.  We said that there were certain decisions which we would like to see
reversed, such as the closing of the doors to the statue during university events, the removal of
the Peale portrait from the Lee Chapel, and the removal of John Robinson's name from the
building on the colonnade and stated that we were suspending our donations to the university.

It was only at this point (November 2018) that we began to actively recruit individuals who
shared our point of view or were at least open to a dialogue about some of the issues, which
concerned us.  As a result, by April 2019, we had an e-mail list of about 2,300 individuals,
consisting of alums, former and current trustees, former and current parents, students, faculty,
and other friends of the university.  Not everyone on our e-mail list supported every position that
we took, but a significant majority were in basic agreement with our general position that the
values and traditions of the school were under threat and needed to be preserved.

During this same period (November 2018-April 2019) we began to develop an organizational
structure for a group, which we would call "The Generals Redoubt."  A redoubt is a military term
designating a temporary defensive position from which offensive operations can be launched.
We thought the term aptly described what our group was trying to do.  We formed a planning
committee of 24 men and women, consisting of alums from the classes of 1962-2019 as well as
other friends of the university.  We asked Tom Rideout, Class of 1963 to serve as chairman of our
planning committee.  In late 2018 and early 2019, we formulated a mission/vision statement and
a set of goals and objectives.  We wrote some position papers on curriculum issues, the re-
naming of Robinson Hall, and what we called "The Drip, Drip, Drip of Political Correctness" at
Washington and Lee over the previous ten years or so.  We circulated these papers to our e-mail
list, sometimes copying the Board and administration.

On March 1, 2019, Tom Rideout wrote a letter to President Dudley announcing the formation of
The Generals Redoubt and putting forth our position on certain issues:

1) The removal of John Robinson's name from the building on the front campus.

2) The decision to close the doors to the recumbent statue during university events and how this
decision might affect freedom of speech and expression.



3) Our concerns about the process of selection for the new Director of Institutional History with a
suggestion that the search for this position be postponed and/or re-opened.

Tom copied the Rector and Board on this letter.  President Dudley responded to our letter but did not
offer any hope that our suggestions would be considered or any changes made.  At the suggestion of
Rector Childress, on April 17, 2019, we announced ourselves to the W&L Alumni Board.

In the spring of 2019, we began the process of incorporating our group.  In May 2019 we became
incorporated as a Non-stock Corporation in the Commonwealth of Virginia and received our
“EIN” number from the IRS.  The following officers were elected to our Board of Directors:

Tom Rideout, Class of 1963, President

Rex Wooldridge, Class of 1964, Secretary

Elizabeth Barry Brown, past parent, Treasurer

Neely Young, Class of 1966, Vice-President

John Klinedinst, Class of 1971, Emeritus Trustee, Vice President

Our stated functions are as follows:

· To educate the public about the history of Washington & Lee University as well as its founders;

· To preserve and maintain the historical buildings, site and artifacts held by Washington &
Lee University;

· To engage in other charitable and educational activity as determined by the board of directors to
preserve the history, values and traditions of Washington and Lee University and its Named
Founders;

· To engage in any and all lawful activities incidental to the foregoing purposes.

In mid-June, The Generals Redoubt was determined to be exempt from federal income tax under
the Internal Revenue Service Code, Section 501 (c) (3), making any contributions to the
organization tax deductible.

Our mailing address is P.O. Box 1097, Lexington, VA 24450, and we have established a checking
account at the Lexington branch of Wells Fargo Bank.  We have also added seven additional
members to our Board of Directors and have established a small Board of Advisors, consisting of
former members of our planning committee and to be expanded over time by the addition of
other volunteer supporters.

In the meantime, in late May 2019, we publicly announced ourselves to the broader W&L
community in The Spectator magazine.  We sent copies of this same announcement to the Ring
Tum Phi and The Alumni Magazine but have not received a response from them as of this date.
Our e-mail list is now over 8,000 individuals and is growing daily.  We are now in the process of
establishing a website and will keep all informed on its progress.



At the suggestion of Rector Childress, we are in communication with the Alumni Office and the
Alumni Board.  We have been and continue to be supportive of the efforts of a large number of
emeritus trustees to preserve the history, values, and traditions of the university through contact
with the current Board of Trustees.  In all of our communications, we have striven to behave in a
polite and respectful manner and have never attacked individuals, only issues.  All in all, we are
encouraged by the progress which we have made thus far but are aware that there is much work
to be done.  We are "not unmindful" of the past, present, and future of our great university.

Non Incautus Futuri

Have you ever wondered about the derivation of our school motto, which is translated from the
Latin as "Not Unmindful of the Future".  This was the motto of the Lee family from the 17th
century forward.  After the death of Robert E. Lee in 1870, the university adopted it as its own
motto.  This is why it appears over the entrance of the recumbent statue in the Lee Chapel.  As
some attempt to diminish or discredit the importance of Robert E. Lee to the university, we need
to remember that the concept of being "not unmindful of the future" comes from Robert E. Lee
and the Lee family.

Re-opening of the Gates to the Recumbent Statue

Within the last two months, the gates (as opposed to the doors, which remained closed during
university events) have been re-opened to the general public.  They had been closed since the
tragic events in Charlottesville in August 2017, a period of over a year and a half.  We are glad
that that the gates have been re-opened.  The majestic statue by Edward Valentine is one of the
great works of American art and is intended to be viewed in the round.  Additional security has
been added for protection.

At the same time, we have a question.  Why is it that prospective students will view the
recumbent statue during their tours of the Lee Chapel, but no current or future student will be
allowed to view the statue during university events?  If something is objectionable or makes
someone feel uncomfortable, surely this is true all of the time and not just some of the time.
Perhaps someone from the Board or administration can unravel this conundrum.  

All the above written by: Neely Young, Vice President

Seeking Volunteers for the Board of Directors and Board of Advisors

As our organization grows, The Generals Redoubt will seek to broaden its currently robust list of
supporters.  As part of our website project, now underway, we will suggest ways supporters may
help advance our collective purpose.

In the meantime, we would like to hear from supporters who may have an interest in serving on
our Board of Directors or Board of Advisors.  For the Board of Directors, we are seeking a few
alumni candidates from the beginning of the co-education era to the most recent graduating



classes.  We also welcome interest from current and past parents and other friends of the
university from that era.  Filling out our Board of Directors with a select number of individuals is
a top priority at this time.

We visualize our Board of Advisors as a group who can help identify and monitor issues and
assist us in developing and executing an effective communication strategy. As we currently have
only a small number on our Board of Advisors, we would welcome the assistance of several
additional supporters.

Please send your indication of interest in either group to our Secretary, Rex Wooldridge, at
rwooldridge@thegeneralsredoubt.us.

By: Tom Rideout, President


